ERVATIONS and REASON. 
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| law Atts for that Purpoſe, iz, their of Law 
(2 of Cor 2. inthe 22d.'and 234, Years of 
8 Reign, Relief, and Releaſe of poor 
filtrefſed Prifners' for Debe, which was de- 
= eau or> eras and Priſoner, dif- 


done.” gc naghmeode any' Schedule of 
Wt delivered of any Debrs 'due- to. the | 
riner, for the benifit of the Creditors; and' 
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9 Wives and Children fuller muc 


'Detors, not op 
wg for Poor Priſoners ; if 
D1 judice the Creditors : As 


for that purpoſe, ie, the firſt 
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is Reign, for the Re poor 
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Privners tor Debe, which was de 
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ets Geliverrd of any Debts due-to. the | 
Priſoner, for the benifit of rhe Creditors; and] 
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Preſence of ſuch Tuftices,and ſigned by the Priſoner, 


- and;juſtly. roo, ..it. was eaſily ObjeCted by the 
Learned Councilof the Law, to fay. (in .the, 1 


a 


| M— 


- and not one Clauſe for the Benefit or Reiief of 


Poled the fame Sollicitor, for the poor Pri- 


Name, who alſo may Releaſe; and for that 


I's smpoſſib 


miniſter, what Effefts are belonging to him, what 
Debt or Debts, :arethen owing to him within any 
of bis Majeſties Domineons, or elſewhere, and by 
whom , and for what Cauſe, and upon what Se- 
curity ; of all which a Schedule ſhall-be made-in the' 


and ſhall be by ſuch TFuffices returned to the next 
Seſſions, thereto be kept for the better Information 
of the Creditors of ſuch Priſoners, who, or ſuch of 
them as will joyn, may therewpon ſue: for {web 
Debts, or (0-much thereof as will ſatisfie them in, 
the Name of the Priſoner, and after the ſame Re-+ 
eovered and Received , to render the 'Overy/ns. 
( their own Debts and Charges dedufted ) to the 
Priſoners. | | . 
By which Proviſo it doth appear, they gave 
ina Liſtof their-Debts, bur kept-their Writings, 
Books, and Papers, that proved them; and 
the Liſt, yon'fee, was to be (left at-che-nexr- 
Seffians, far from the Creditors wha.had no- 
Obligation to ſue; which Schedule is there to 
be.keptz,and .remain, for ſuch Creditors as 
all-may ſue, and that muſt be in the Priſoners. 


Reaſon;xery. few. ever ſued, the Priſoners De-. 
broxs, bycqueahe Friforer had, or mighr-have. 
Releaſed : And ſeveral Creditors thar did-ſug, 
in che-Priſongy's Name, in hehalfof themſclves, 


behalf of the rich Dekeor.) 10 the, Priſoner, 
wich Refleftions of high. and the Ack, The 


rg 


.a ori Jugglobetwixt - rhe Graditdtfas 
oner to make s worthy rich Man pay.-a.:L 
that was truſted, or Money lent aboveScuen years 
o ; and notwithſtanding the Proof ms full and 
ear, the Lawyers ſaith, Gextlemen of -the fury, 
le & rich Man ſbould ove Money ſo 
long ; when at the ſame time he knew he could 
not pay it with ſafety : So that by theſe Means 
the Priſoner -was Non-ſuited, and:a Verdict 
paſled againſt him to the Damage of his. juſt 
Creditors. - 

The laſt Seſſion. of Parliament there yas a 
Bill propoſed, bur did not paſs, which was much 
tothe ſame purpoſe, as the former Acts; but 
with theſe additional Faults, neither the Judges- 
taking notice of it, nor the Juſtices that was to 
Execute it; but rather a Fine impoſed on them 
for not doing it. The Methods of the whole . 
AQ, and Notice, or Summons was irregular, 


the Creditor ; nor that only Good Proviſo of 


having the Priſoner to remain in Priſon for the | 


ſpace of Six Months before he be diſcharged' 
by'the AQ, in which time the Creditors might 
find out his Eftate : And if he had none, that 
he might know-what Impriſonment was, and | 
be mortified for bis Prodigality. And it is ſup- 
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| they want ina 100. Whereas, by a trueand 


| 
| after to be propoſed, every Creditor of other 


let them be Journeymen or behave themſelves 
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ſoners, do offer the\fame Bil, with ſore lil 
Amendments and Additions, as appears by 
*their” Abſtract” that I ſaw Yeſteiday "Alecs 
they have put inthe Judges to fit 223 ut 
it, who never by any Act had ſuch a troubſe 
put upon them of Sitting, bur of Judging anc 
Interpreting the Acts when any Diſpute, oe 
Difference might ariſe from the” Execution 
part, and was always namedbut intheir pro. 
per. Stations, and'not to be at the Diſcha 
of. Prifoners, but upon extraordinary Occak 
.on of the'Crown,&e. who are not to be 
Fioned, or Fined, for what they.do : For by 
the Law,” what they do, was always looks 
upon as well done. ' Nor Was it ever befor 
known of any. Impoſition/ at the Secretarks 
Office, as by the Priſoner's AbftraCt, to impo 
and publiſh a Notice for every Priſoner to hy 
| Creditors 21 Days inthe Gazetre ofthe Seſſions, 
and when the iſudges-are '\.to- fir,\ which the 
Publiſher of ghe Gazerte is to receive or piibliſh 
on payment or tender of 1 Shilling Gb 
' an Advertiſement as they.-propoſe to tell al 
they recite, if they could 'pur'in'xo Mn 
. Gazette, the Number of Priſoners they 
 ſed.ro, be Diſcharged: ( ſometime extrav 
' ly. talking of: xz0000. So that in T6564 T 


| vettes a Year, ;that way Wi be'a I | 0; y G 
-ners, Which .wHl.. be almoſt ro Yeats of Di 


b4 . $ohs 6: AJ£ Fo £ "of 4 
aners in.an Advertiſement, and t6AY 6 


ements.in a Gazette; that.is 200'a We kw 


| charging. . But ſuppoſe a ſhorter 


mat #Xcars in Diſchatging, "Andat'a"f 22 
Ga 


Gazette. for every Creditor, of other PeMfhig 
it will be a Tax ,on the People of abover6. 
64. a piece. ' And if they omit the buying 1 
Gazette-in 2 Years, they may miſs the Mah 


exact Liſt, upon Oath, and Printed, as- here- 


Perſon, may have one that will hold 5 or 6000 
Names for a x d. or 24. Charge in the whole, 
and-not impoſe-or dilturÞ the Gazette, as.they 
would do, and they would have a Clauſe for 
New Credit, which will deſtroy bath Priſoner 
and New Creditor, and the Law will ſeizeall; 


) well co the Old Creditors, that they may 

e Licenſe for New ; for if they deſerve 

it, no doubt but the Old Creditors will giye 

it. upon their good Behaviour and Reforms 
tion, &c. SN 24 


.._ It is alfo obſerved, That all the Charitable 
AQts are Sollicited by the Deputy Goalers, 
or Under Keepers of Priſons 3 and the laſt 
publiſhed himſelf in the Gazerre , at which 
Miſtery I ſtood amazed, when by the AC 
they are to have no Chamber Rent. But ab 
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ter a little confideration I found out the Se 
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| Tret;-vis. That there wasa great many ſo 


poor that they did not leave the Rules of the 
Priſon; lo much for the:Debt dueto the Cre- 


— dicors; 'but-at laſt run away for their Cham- 


ber Rent ( the Priſon and. Goaler having 
conſumed that lietle' they -had leſt, ) ſo thar, 
now; I believe, they Solicite the ACt to this. 
end, that inftead of Diſcharging the poor Pri- 
ſoners they have ; that thoſe Poor alſo may 
come in, who are run away, or at leaſt nor 


: er” 19A IR 2 
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1% there is no Debtgr 


ſolvent perſon ſo Ignorant, but knows thar tho? 
there -may have been no Commſion. of Ban= 
krupt taken. out, yet. hereafter there may, 


the Creditor, by the Inſolvent Perfon.or Pri- 
ſoners Diſcovery: Thereforea Bill will be pre- 
pared and humbiy Prefented to the Conſider- 
ation of this Honourable Houle, for Relief of 


the Creditors, and Infolyent Debtors, which 


able'to pay; ſo that they will take any thing | doth EnaCt and Provied a Remedy againft the 


rather'than loſefall ; having got wfiat they bad, 


and want now new ones in their room. 1 find | 


upon a1ſtrit enquiry into the-Condition of the 
Priſoners 'and their Creditors - artd' Debtors, 


that it doth appear that there are many Priſo- | 


ners now in Goal, not ſo much for the Debr 
-of their !1Creditor, as'that bis impriſonment is 


cauſed or procured by ſome Great and Rich 


:Debtor, that may owe the Priſoner much 'Mo- 
ney upon Account, who finding that he had 


-over Traded himſelf,and payments grew low, 
-and when he ſends to demand his own, his rich 

_ -Dibtorigets @ Bill in Equity and the poor Mas & 
Stone Publer, which I do find is oftener-cauſed 


Þby.ia Rich Debtor than a (juſt Creditor ; for 
it's always the Intereft ofthe Greditor:ro pre- 


zSrye his' Debtors.and keep themifrom Ruin, 
Hurir's generally: fome Malicious 1Debtor to- 
the Prifoner, - 'who/by his Riches and'Liberty 
*ever-powers him ; arid: the more'Colourably*|M 
:eoicticar:the Priſoner. of his Debt, Charges him |.In 
in Execurion to keep him Cloſe, to priventhis- 
-coming to'clamour amongit the Neighbours; 
*that 'know much of: the truth of the marter, 
'and/by the-Malice of his iDebtor, the Priſoner ; 


is kept Cloſe in Execution, to the. prejudice. 


of his »other juſt Creditors, 'where' ſuch Deb- 
"tor, .'deſfigned he ſhonld perifh for want, and- 
- others that owe him Money as that Debtor, 
. does hot pay him ; ſo that by this hardſhip of 


rhe Debtors to the Priſoners, if they can but 
Ntarve' the Priſoner,” as I have known ſeveral 


Debtors have done, , tall 'he Die, then faith 


the combining Debtors, 'if the Priſoner Die, 
we fave our Debts, and put the Cruelty upon 
his Creditors; for "if a «Priſoner Die ir. Priſon, 
the.Debt's concealed-and loſt from. the Bene- 


_ fit.of his real Creditors ;- and the Debtors 


take the Advantage of their Confinement, or 


| their Abfconding,” of Inſolvency, which other- 


ways the Debts due to them, by a -good and 
regular Method in the management of them, 
might be of great Advantage, Benefit, and 
Relief, to the Creditor, for we are well Aſſu- 
red, that few Perſons pay Money to any Man 
that hath been a great Trader, or to any. In- 


ſolvent Perſon, _ that has failed and Abſconded, 


or in Goal,. becauſe we ſay they may pay it 
again to the Creditors, and few People that 


areto pay Money will want fo caſiean Excuſe, 


* 


——_— 


Practices aforeſaid, wit. - ot. 

Firit, It ſets forth how the Creditor no ſoon- 
er put the Law in Execution againft his Deb= 
tor, but the Goaler and. his Accomplices get 
what the Priſoner has left, and o defeats the 
Creditor ; it prevents that by letting the Cre- 
'ditor not have only che Law againſt the Goaler 
and Prifoner, but alſoagiinf the Debtor of the 
faid Prifoner,who givesa Schedule ofhis Debts 


ſonrappoinced for the uſe of the Creditors. 

- 2. That many Priſoners haye more owing 
than they owe, yet their Debtor takes the ad- 
vantage of their Confinement, 'and get-Non- 


mage of theit:Creditors; a Clauſe for a Re 

hearing or New Trl for-the-Creditor.) ;-: ;- 
.3: That Merchants, : Drapers,. Mercers; 

Goldſmiths,;. &, lend thi Cuſtomer much 


A 


e Creditor 


| not for Goods for the Benefit © 


Charitable A& was made, and for that:Rea- 
ſon: many 'Perſons Debts dne to:them nay be 


tute to be allowed to a Debt that is- Entered 
and Aſſigned to the Creditors.  [” - | 

F. Noi Debtor to a Prifoner or Infolvent 
Perfon, whoſe Debcs are delivered-to the Cre 
ditors ſhall be Protected by any Place 'or Pri- 
 viledge,: bur Parliament. _ . 


6. That all Creditors Enter their Charge 
againſt the Priſoner within 6 Months, and their 
Debt to be within the Statate of Limitation,or 
other Creditors. LES 

7. Thatno perſon have the Benefit of the ACt 
till he has been Six Months inPrifon, 

| 8, That the 'Goalers are not to certifie ag 
in-former Acts who-was true'Priſoners, but thc 
Priſoners to produce a Record, or other fuf 
ficient. Teſtimony beſides his own, which wi! 
prevent the Goaler from making Sham Pri 
ſoners. And the Goaler to refund-to th 
Creditors What Money or Goods, that he ha 


except his juſt Fees, or Chamber Rent. 
9. In former Acts the Priſoners gave 1 


0 


4: /Thatar is above Twelve years ſince any | 


their  Eftects or Debts, to the ſeveral Cler} ; 
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which as it falls our, that Excuſe will now help OTE 


andan Ozth.of the tryth of the ſame to.a per- 


ſuits and Verdidts. againſt. chem tothe Dame - 


loſt by the:Statute of Limitation, \þur no Sta- . 


elſe not to.be allowed to the Damage of the. 


Extorted for Favour or Advice to the Priſfone: , 
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© they were kept without any: Relief to: _ the Oreditdrs, - 


Creditors, but are by this ACt delivered to a | 


- perſon appointed by the Creditors, where the. any Den 


Major part of them in Number, and Value 
Agree of Methods and Rules, for the proſe- 
Cution of the Priſoners Debtors, for che benifit | 
/ the Creditors. - 
to. A Clauſe to puniſh Obſtinate Priforers 
char lye in Execution to receive the profits of 
there Eſtates, and Cheat their Creditors ; the 
| Judges to grant an Elligic againſt their Lands, 
"for the Benefit and the Relief of the Creditors. 
IT. Whereas there is an Account betwixt 
ehe Priſoner and- his Debtor, the Debtor 
rich and the other poor, he gets the Priſoner 
charged in Execution for that which he has 
paid him in.part of Account as a Debt to the / 
Damage of this juft Creditor; for that rea- 
ſon- the Priſoner giving in and- aſſigning his 
juſt Debts to his Creditors, this' rich Man may 


| 


be one ; his perſon ſhaltbe diſcharged for the | 


preſent, ' but if ever after able, his Goods and \ 
Chattels and Perſon to be lyable. 
12. The Creditors to have 40 Days notice 
-By Summons, under the Hand and: Seal of a 
Juſtice of Peace, to appear,that has charged 
im in Priſon,and'a better-Method than by the 
irregular way of the Gazette, which will pre-| 
vent many Perjuries, or their having New | 


to endemnifie the adges and Juſtices that put 
this in Execution, and the Sheriffs and Gao 
for their Obedience thereunto. 
14. That one Bound with another, 

diſcharg'd, ſhall not Diſcharge the other 

IF. That no Debtor to a Pritoner, or other 
 Infolvent Perſon, after his Debt- is entered in 
'the Cngditors Book, pay -any Money to the 
Priſoner, or Inſolvent Perſon, if he do, -it's in 
| his own wrong, and he muſt pay it again to 
- the Creditors. _, 

T6. A proviſo to perpetuate a Teſtimony 


Theſe 


ogh 


| Orders a 
| Fewnanr 


p- 


"+ 


;may diſcharge'him. 


Drders of hs Tales of ths Ia; 
19. 'That 1 no, Commiſſſori 


regulate 'the Goal and : 


Fees, and that the Commiſſioners, _ 


charitable uſes fettle the Charity |-hotier FR 
Priſoners, according to the'true incene of the 
Doners. : 

21. If any relieved by this AQ, refuſe bis | 
Creditora Judgment, to be levied on his Goods 
and Chatels'to pay if able, to loſe.che whols 
benefit thersF; 

' 22. If arr; perſon areſted for ary Debe ave . 
befose his Diſcharge , - upon p :bis 
| Duplicate, and that he did give inhis: 


rothe Creditors, .as the AQ diretts, and -at- _ 


reſted by the Book-keeper, the next Juſties. 


23.'To  eſca in caſe the Jubtiond 
ſhould firour of the Rules,to let the Gaoler' go | 
with the Priſoner to the Juſtice to be exarninid | 
- by the Creditors, and to obſerve the Juſtice's | 
and to remande/ him 
at's hs 

"24. — Hjo ater ertat bs I 
| 6rear him f, he ſhall ſuffer, beſides all pains ? 
and forſeitures of - -Ruinto Eliz.. for” wilfal | 
Perjury. 

25. Ahd for other Inſolvent off. Abſconding | 
Perſons, the Major 'part of two-thirds in : 
value to-conclude the-Minor ; Fir, to pres | 
vent the \ Infolvent Perfon i ably. from-+ 
Cheating bis Creditors. Secondly, To- pre--: 
vent any Kindred Creditors to joyn with the : 
Inſolvenet Perſon. y Thirdly, And to ct 


Obſervations, and Reaſons, are humbly offered to the C enfueration of 
Honourable Aſſembly, as inducements for a Bill for ſo pu 
Benefit to the Kingdom, which will be univerſally fired amongſt all 
People to their Advantage, without hurt or injury to any ; withal ſ 


the Creditors Cheating one another. 
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to their _ Wy to do therein as they think fit. 
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